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Nod for metro link to Dholera airport

Public
" Investment

Board Clears

Phaselll

Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Metro’s Phase
III expansion of the proposed
Thaltej Gam-Sanathal corri-
dor up to Badrabad has been
cleared by Public Investment.
Board (PIB), and Gujarat Met-
ro Rail Corporation (GMRC)
has initiated pre-construc-
tion activities.

Construction will begin
after the Centre approves it.

The 60km expansion will
create thefoundation for futu-
re metro connectivity to the
upcoming Dholera interna-
tional airport. The extension,
officials said, aligns with the
state’slong-termtransportvi-
sion by bringing the metro
corridor closer to Ahmed-
abad-Dholera Expressway.

The corridor will origina-

60KM EXPANSION

te from Shilaj Canal Road
area and run parallel to Sar-
dar Patel Ring Road, passing
through Bopal Crossroads,
Shantipura Crossroads, and
touching Badrabad.

The alignment will also
connect Thaltej Gam with So-
uth West Ahmedabad Sports
Arena (SWASA) at Godhavi,
traversing the fast-growing
canal road belt near Shilaj
Crossroads. From there, the
alignment will run parallel to
the railway line before rea-
ching SWASA.

The proposal will now be
placed before Union Cabinet
for final approval. Following
Cabinet clearance and comp-
letion of statutory procedu-
res, land-related formalities
and tendering, civil construc-
tion will commence.

The proposed Phase III
network includes 41 elevated
stations. It has been designed
to improve connectivity to
emerging residential, com-
mercial, and institutional
hubs while strengthening in-
tegration with Ahmedabad’s
existing metro system thro-
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Ahmedabad
Metro phase Ili
gets PIB approval |

etro’s phase III expan-

V1 sion has crossed a key
milestoneafter securingapp-
roval from Public Invest-
ment Board (PIB), bringing

Emsmm.&\ 60-kmnetwork clo-
ser to implementation. The

unowom& now awaits Union
cabinet approval, while Gu-
jaratMetro Rail Corporation
has already initiated pre-
construction work to fast-
track execution, reports Hi-
manshu Kaushik.P2
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PHASE II1
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STATUS: Approved by
Public Investment

Board; awaiting Union
cabinet’s approval

PRE-CONSTRUCTION
WORK: Detailed
design, geotechnical
investigations, and
utility diversion
processes already

~ under way
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PIB has also approved PIB has also approved the  through the central business >iﬂmﬁ=n Centre’s
the circular corridor circular corridor from Vadaj, district, thereby reducingtra-
; : creating Ahmedabad’s first vel time and easing conges- final clearance
from Vadaj, creating loop metro route across the tion. ’
Ahmedabad'’s first western, eastern, and sout- Major interchange sta- sthePhase il proposal
_oc_u metro route hern parts of the city. tions have been proposed at awaits Union cabinet’s
across the western The circular corridor will ~Gujarat University, APMC, | approval, GujaratMetro Rail
) pass through Akhbarnagar, ~Amraiwadi and Vadaj, enab- | Corporationhasbegun
eastern, and southern  Naranpura,  Shivranjani, ling seamless transfers bet- | Preparatory workto
parts of the city Shyamal Crossroads, Jivraj ween the existing East-West compressthe
v Park, APMC, Pirana Crossro-  and North-South metrocorri- | implementationtimeline,
ughmultiple interchangesta- ~ ads, Cozy Hotel, Isanpur, Am-  dors and the new Phase 'III with 2030 Commonwealth
tions. raiwadi, Rakhial Road, Saij- network. . Games looming. Officials said
Apart from improvingur- pur Bogha, Kalapinagar Modern connectivity will | Detailed Design Consultants
ban mobility, Thaltej-Godha-  Girdharnagar, and Dudhesh-  beoneof thelastinggainsof a (DDCs) havealready been
vi corridor is expected topro-  war before returning to Va-  city transformed to host 2030 appointedtofinalise the
vide direct metro connectivi-  daj. Commonwealth Games.Long | alignmentsandstructural
ty to SWASA, one of Gujarat’s Officials said the circular  after foreign athletes and | designs.Geotechnical
flagship sports infrastructu- alignment has been planned  spectators return home, Ah- | investigationsarein
reprojects planned as the sta-  to intersect the existing met- medabad Metro's effectonda- | Progress, while tenders for
te prepares to host major in-  ro network at multiple loca- ily life will persist — commu- | utility mappingand utility
ternational sporting events tions, allowing passengers to  tesmadeswifter,and thecity's diversion have been fioated,
such as 2030 Commonwealth  travel between differentparts — congested roads given a mea- | Withsome already inthefinal
Games. stages of award. Tnn

of the city without passing

sure of relief.
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