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Metro expansion picks'up speed, loop corridor next
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Ahmedabad: Metro con-
nectivity is all set to get bet-
ter. On the rails are several
route extension plans,
which once okayed and imp-
lemented, will create a met-
ro loop starting and ending
at APMC througha corridor
aligned to the 132-foot Ring
Road. This loop will inter-
sect the existing east-west
andnorth-southlinestocon-
nectkey parts in the city’s
‘west, centre and south.

The state govt has deci-
ded to fast-track the propo-
sed metro rail expansion to
the ambitious South West
Ahmedabad Sports Arena
(SWASA) and - Sanand,
among other routes, as Ah-
medabad gears up to host
the 2030 Commonwealth Ga-
mes and Sanand emerges as
a semiconductor hub. SWA-
SA in Godhavi is one of the
four other major complexes
being readied — the Sardar

X

Cost
(km)  (zcr)
APPROVED
RTO-Jivraj-

Narol-Naroda

3574 10,675

Thaltej Gam

Apparel Park

toSanathal 1214 3,735
Thaltej Gam

to SWASA 8 24
Airport ;
connectivity 6.03 2,194 =
SWASA to

Sanathal 8 2,400
Jivraj-Paldi to

95 2,850

Vallabhbhai Patel Sports
Enclave, the Naranpura
Sports Complex and the Po-
lice Academy Sports Hub in
Karai, where CWG events
‘will be held.

With plans to complete
this Rs 25,748 crore expan-
sionprojectby 2029, thestate
govt approached the Union

s

railway ministry and drew up
plans to acquire land. The pro-
ject includes the GIFT City ex-
tension, airport metro connec-
tivity, Thaltej Gam-Sanathal,
the RTOQ-Jivraj-Narol-Naroda
circular corridor, and the Pal-
di-Apparel Park route.

~ The proposed loop will
start at APMC and run thro-
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ugh Shivranjani and Helmet
crossroads before heading to-
wards Akhbarnagar and Va-
daj, from where it will connect
to the existing line at RTO Cir-
cle. According to officials, the
circular route will then extend
towards Civil Hospital via Sha-
hibaug, before turning east to-
wards Amraiwadi, passingclo-
se to CTM Crossing. From the-
re, it will move south to Narol
Circle, Piplaj Circle and Gya-
spur; and then returnto APMC
tocomplete theloop.

Officials said the detailed
project report (DPR) for the lo-
op was approved by meiro aiit-
horities and forwarded to the
state govt for final okay. After
the state’s green light, the pro-
posal will be sent tothe Centre.

The circular corridor will
intercept the existing east-
west corridor (Thaltej to Vast-
ral Gam)near Helmet Crossro-
ads and again near Amraiwa-
di. It will also use portions of
the north-south corridor from
APMC to Jivraj Park and from
Vadaj to RTO Circle, impro-

ving transfers and reducing
dependenice on radial travel
patterns. The RTO-Jivraj-Na-
rol-Naroda stretch is estima-
ted at approximately 35.74km,
with a projected cost of Rs
10,675 crare,

Under the corridor exten-
sion project,a 7.7km route will
run from Thaltej Gam to SWA-
SA via Shilaj Crossroads. This
stretch will be built for an esti-
mated Rs 2,825 crore. The.-se-
cond braneh from Thaltej Gam
to Shilaj Crossroads will lead
to Sanathal via Bopal and She-
la, running parallel to the SP
Ring Road. This route will be
12.5km long and will be built
for Rs 3,735 crore.

Metro officials said a DPR
is now being prepared for the
SWASA-Sanand  extension,
planned at about 8km with an
expected cost of Rs 2,400 crore.
Another proposed link under
planning would connect Jivraj
Park with Appare! Park via
Paldi-and Danilimda crossro-
ads, with connectivity toan ST
busstop.



