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“ Get ready for the loop as metro
expansion work gains pace

Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Metro connec-
tivityisallsettogetbetter. On
therails are several route ex-
tension plans, which once
okayed and implemented,
will create a metro loop star-
ting and ending at APMC
througha corridoraligned to
the 132-foot Ring Road. This
loop will intersect the exis-
ting east-west and north-so-
uthlinesto connectkey parts
in the city’s west, centre and
south.
Thestategovthasdecided
to fast-track the proposed
metro rail expansion to the

ambitious South West Ah-

medabad Sports Arena
(SWASA) and Sanand,
among other routes, as Ah-
medabad gears up to host the
2030 Commonwealth Games
and Sanand emerges as a se-
miconductor hub. SWASA in
Godhavi is one of the four
other major complexes being
readied — the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Sports Encla-
ve, the Naranpura Sports
Complex and the Police Aca-
demy Sports Hub in Karai,
where CWG events will be
held.

With plans to complete
this Rs 25,746 crore expan-
sion project by 2029, the state
govt approached the Union
railway ministry and drew
up plans to acquireland. The
project includes the GIFT Ci-
ty extension, airport metro
connectivity, Thaltej Gam-
Sanathal, the RTO-Jivraj-Na-
rol-Naroda circular corridor,
and the Paldi-Apparel Park
route.

The proposed loop will
start at APMC and run thro-
ugh Shivranjani and Helmet
crossroads before heading to-
wards Akhbarnagar and Va-
daj, from where it will con-
nect to the existing line at
RTO Circle. According to of-
ficials, the circular route will
then extend towards Civil
Hospital via Shahibaug, be-
fore turning east towards
Amraiwadi, passing close to
CTM Crossing. From there, it
will move south to Narol Cir-
cle, Piplaj Circle and Gya-
spur, and then return to
APMC to complete theloop.

Officials said the detailed
project report (DPR) for the
loop was approved by metro
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Length

Cost

(km) ()

APPROVED
RTO-Jivraj-
NarolNaroda 3518 10,675
Thaltej Gam
to Sanathal 1274 3,735
Thaltej Gam
to SWASA 8 24
Airport
connectivity 6.03 2,194
SWASA to
Sanathal 8 2400
Jivraj-Paldi to R
Apparel Park 95 2850 &n
authorities and forwarded to
the state govt for final okay. NOd fOf mEtr O
After the state’s green light,

the proposal will be sent to
the Centre.

Thecircular corridor will
intercept the existing east-
west corridor (Thaltej to
Vastral Gam) near Helmet
Crossroads and again near
Amraiwadi. It will also use
portions of the north-south
corridor from APMC to Jiv-
raj Park and from Vadaj to
RTO Circle,improvingtrans-
fers and reducing dependen-
ce on radial travel patterns.
The RTO-Jivraj-Narol-Naro-
dastretchisestimated atapp-
roximately 35.74km, with a
projected cost of Rs 10,675
crore.

Under the corridor exten-
sion project, a 7.7km route
will run from Thaltej Gam to
SWASA via Shilaj Crossro-
ads. This stretch will be built
for an estimated Rs 2,825 cro-
re. The second branch from
Thaltej Gam to Shilaj Cross-
roads will lead to Sanathal
viaBopaland Shela, running
parallel to the SP Ring Road.
Thisroutewillbe12.5kmlong
and will be built for Rs 3,735
crore.

Metro officialssaid a DPR
isnow being prepared for the
SWASA-Sanand extension,
planned atabout8km withan
expected cost of Rs 2,400 cro-
re. Anotherproposedlink un-
der planning would connect
Jivraj Park with Apparel
Park via Paldi and Danilim-
da crossroads, with connecti-
vity to an ST bus stop. This
project, if approved, would
beabout9.5kmand costan es-
timated Rs 2,850 crore.

rail to GIFT
City extension

Ahmedabad: The Union cabi-
net on Tuesday approved a :

3.33km extension of the North-

South corridor of the Gujarat
Metro Rail Corporation Limi- :
ted (GMRC), connecting GIFT :

City to Shahpur in Gandhina-

gar, at an estimated cost of Rs :

1,067.35crore.

The decision was taken at
meeting chaired by Prime Mi- :
nister Narendra Modi in New
Delhi. The project, slated for :
completion in four years, will :
includethreeelevated stations. :

According to an official sta- :
tement, the extended corridor :
is projected to serve around

23,702 passengers daily by 2029,

rising to over 58,000 passengers
by2041. The routeis expected to
benefit major multinational

companies, educational insti-

tutions and commercial hubs
located along thestretch, while :
easing daily travel for commu- :
ters heading to GIFT City for
employment and

business,
education.

The project is also expected
to generate around 1,000 jobs

during the construction phase :
and provide employment to :
about 250 people in operations
and maintenance after comple- :

tion. Officials said the initiati-
ve will also create indirect job
opportunities through allied
activities. GMRC, a 50:50 joint

venture between the Centre!

and the Gujarat govt, will imp-

lementthe project. TN b
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