
3/1/2014 Print Page

http://epaper.dnaindia.com/print.aspx?id=45653&boxid=361398&valueprint=storyPrint 1/1

Published Date: 01 Mar 2014

A’bad Metro to carry 4.6 lakh passengers daily

Number of passengers may rise to 6.63 lakh by 2021, 9.24 lakh by 2031, and to 12.45 lakh by 2043

Metro will be available at a frequency of six minutes initially, which will be increased as traffic grows

dna correspondent @dnaahmedabad

Gandhinagar: The Ahmedabad Metro could do to Amdavad’s traffic what the Delhi Metro has
done in the National Capital. The Ahmedabad Metro will carry 4.60 lakh passengers every day
once it becomes operational in 2018, traffic density surveys commissioned by Metro-Link
Express for Gandhinagar and Ahmedabad (MEGA), show. 
According to officials, the number of passengers of the Ahmedabad Metro is projected to
increase from 4.60 lakh when the first phase of the project becomes operational in 2018 to 6.63
lakh by 2021. The number of passengers is estimated at 9.24 lakh by 2031, which would further
rise to 12.45 lakh by 2043. 
“The traffic surveys show that peak hour peak direction traffic will be 8,500 for the North-South

corridor of Ahmedabad Metro project and 10,500 for the East-West corridor,” Vijay Nehra, chief executive officer of MEGA,
told dna. 
The Metro would be available at a frequency of six minutes initially, which will be increased as per the traffic demand.
Initially, three-coach trains will be operational, which will be gradually increased to six coaches, each having the capacity to
carry 400 passengers. 
The trains will be operational with a designed speed of 80 km per hour. The scheduled speed for the East-West corridor,
which will connect Thaltej with Vastral, will be 33 kmph and that of North-South corridor, connecting Motera and Vasna
APMC, will be 32 kmph. 
Though MEGA was considering broad gauge for Ahmedabad Metro earlier, it has decided to opt for standard gauge. 
Meanwhile, the updated detailed project report (DPR) of the Ahmedabad Metro, which was approved by the MEGA board on
Monday, was forwarded to the state government for its approval on Friday. Once cleared, the DPR would be sent to the
Centre for its approval. 
Officials said the Centre would be roped in as an equal joint venture partner along with the state government for the
Ahmedabad Metro project. The state and the Centre would each contribute equity of 20% of the project cost, which is
estimated at Rs9,500 crore. The state government would also provide land, which would be around 5% of the cost, for the
project, whereas the remaining 55% would be raised in the form of debt. 
“The debt will be mainly international funding,” said an official. 
According to the DPR, the first phase of the project will permanently require 82.75 hectare for stations, depots, ramps,
running section and maintenance yards. Out of 82.75 hectare, 77.4 hectare is government land and the rest 5.3 hectare
private land. An additional 15 hectare would be required for the casting yard. 
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